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We use bandages for several reasons. To protect a wound while it is 
healing, to keep a surgery site clean, to protect an area from scratching 

and chewing, or to support an area.

How long the bandages will stay on will 
depend on the purpose for which they 
were applied.

While most may stay on from a few days to 
a week,  supportive bandages may need to 
stay on for longer.

When you return for your follow-up 
appointment your vet will assess if the 
bandages can be removed or need 
replacing.

It is very important to take care of the 
bandage. It should be checked at least 
twice a day.

Keep the bandages dry.Keep the bandages dry.

Any moisture will allow bacteria to Any moisture will allow bacteria to 
penetrate the bandage and enter penetrate the bandage and enter 
the wounds underneath - the perfect the wounds underneath - the perfect 
environment for gangrene! environment for gangrene! 

If your pet needs to go outside, cover the If your pet needs to go outside, cover the 
bandage with a plastic bag (for no longer bandage with a plastic bag (for no longer 
than 30 minutes) to prevent moisture than 30 minutes) to prevent moisture 
getting into the bandage.getting into the bandage.

If the bandage shows any signs of moisture, If the bandage shows any signs of moisture, 
please contact the veterinary clinic  to have please contact the veterinary clinic  to have 
the area checked and the bandage changed the area checked and the bandage changed 
immediately.immediately.

About bandages



Chewing:Chewing:
Some pets will find a bandage difficult to accept, so a buster collar may Some pets will find a bandage difficult to accept, so a buster collar may 
initially be fitted to stop the pet chewing the bandage. initially be fitted to stop the pet chewing the bandage. 

However, chewing at a bandage may also indicate a problem with the ban-However, chewing at a bandage may also indicate a problem with the ban-
dage. If the chewing starts suddenly some period after the bandage is ap-dage. If the chewing starts suddenly some period after the bandage is ap-
plied. it may indicate that the bandage is too tight or is rubbing at an area.plied. it may indicate that the bandage is too tight or is rubbing at an area.

Daily bandage checks
Toes 
If you are able to see the toes at the base of the bandage, check that the 
toes are warm and dry. Have a sniff in the area to check for any bad smells, 
and pinch the toes to check that your pet can feel your touch. 

Also check the size of the toes - if the bandage has become too tight the 
toes below the bandage will swell and look uncomfortable, and may be 
painful to touch.

Legs:
Check around the top and bottom of the bandage for any signs of rubbing 
or sores starting to form. 

Rub sores are unfortunately common in animals, especially at the top of the 
bandage where the hair may be caught in the bandage and pull a little.

Moisture:
Check the entire bandage for any moisture.

It is essential that the bandage remains dry to protect against infection.

Movement: 
Bandages may slip, and it is difficult to secure a bandage on pets without 
causing discomfort, so the bandage may move while it is on. 

When first applied, make note of where the bandage is compared to land-
marks on your pet’s body, and call us if the bandage is moving.
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