
Who says you can’t train a cat? Definietly 
not Robert Dollwet of Catmantoo, who’s 
on a mission to teach us more about our 
feline friends.

The classic image of cats and dogs is that 
while dogs can be trained to do all sorts 
of useful tasks to benefit us humans (see 
what Hugo has to say on page 3 for some 
examples), cats tend to train humans to 
do all sorts of useful tasks for them.

But while training dogs may be easier. 
it is possible to train cats, as Didga and 
Boomer, the resident feline stars of the 
Catmandoo Facebook Page demonstrate 
over and over again.

Didga and Boomer are owned by Dollwet, 
a Californian dog trainer who has taken 
up residence in the Gold Coast and is on a 
mission to show us just what cats can do.
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Dollwet takes his years of experience 
training dogs, and shows that his skills can 
be transferred to train cats as well. Hence 
the Facebook Page’s name, he’s not just a 
dog man, but a Cat Man Too!

Dollwet maintains that cats are smart and 
teachable as long as you use a specific 
positive ‘methodology’, rewarding the 
cat for desired or “good” behavior, 
and offering her alternative options or 
distractions (instead of punishment) for 

“I had been told that the training procedure 
with cats was difficult. It’s not. Mine had 

me trained in two days.” 
US Comedian, Bill Dana

Who says you can’t train a cat? Definietly not Robert Dollwet of Catmantoo, 
who’s on a mission to teach us more about our feline friends.

undesired behavior, and Catmantoo’s two 
resident stars - Didga and Boomer - are proof 
that the method can work.

But training a cat involves motivation, 
cooperation, time, and patience from the 
human. Training sessions need to be short—
cats have short attention spans and can get 
bored fast - and focus on one command at 
a time. 

If you’re lucky, your cat will be willing 
and eager to learn your commands, but 
remember that every cat has a different 
personality and may react in different ways 
to the same situations.

Dollwet’s Facebook Page and YouTube 
Channel are great places to start if you are 
looking for tips on how to train your cat, 
containing some great advice on how to 
start the process.

You can also check out the Catmantoo 
Patreon page for more detailed tutorials on 
training. 

Didga and Boomer 
can skate, surf, and 
go for walks on and 

off their harness
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THE SECRET LANGUAGE OF DOGS

A paw lift is when one paw is lifted ever so 
slightly off the ground. 
Depending on the rest of the dog’s body 
language and context, it is generally used when 
the dog may be feeling conflicted, anxious or 
anticipating something.

When a dog exhibits panting out of context, 
(like when they are not cooling themselves 
on a hot day or recovering from exercise) this 
is clear body language that shows the dog 
is stressed or anxious. Dogs may also start 
panting out of context due to pain or a variety 
of other medical issues.

Dogs yawn to deflect a threat. If a person or 
another animal approaches a dog, that dog 
may avert his gaze and yawn. It may also 
indicate the dog is unsure of how to respond 
in the current situation. Dogs use this type of 
body language to avoid conflict.

A shake off is when the dog shakes as if they 
are wet and shaking water off their body, 
but are completely dry. You may notice the 
shake off after an event that may have been 
taxing or stressful for the dog. It is almost as 
if it signifies a break from whatever had just 
occurred, allowing the dog to move on.

When dogs show tense muscles, shaking 
and trembling, they are indicating tension, 
anxiety, fear or anticipation. Some dogs 
may also show these signs when frustrated. 
Like with all dog body language, to interpret 
this behaviour you must look at the way 
the whole dog is acting in the surrounding 
environment.

Right now your pooch is talking to you, 
but most dog owners don’t understand 
the language they’re speaking.

Like many animals, dogs rely on 
reading each other’s body language to 
understand the social situations they are 
in. These signals are emotional markers 
that let us know if the dog is happy, 
sad, frustrated, needs some space, or is 
feeling aggressive. 

Knowing what these signals look like will 
help you to help your dog with better 
communication.

From our own experience many 
“aggressive” dogs are, in fact, nervous 
dogs who have lashed out after their 
obvious discomfort and anxiety has 
been ignored.

A dog’s body language includes tail 
carriage and motion, ear and eye 
position, body position and movement, 
and facial expressions.

When observing a dog’s body language to 
determine what is being communicated, 
it is crucial to observe the entire dog, as 
well as the situation/context, in order 
to accurately determine what is being 
conveyed.

There are four “F” behaviours for 
owners to take notice of - fight, flight, 
freeze and fiddle.

“Fight” and “Flight” signs are obvious 
to most owners - Fight signs include 
growling, snarling and snapping, while 
Flight signs include hiding and retreating.

However, what are known as “Freeze” 
or “Fiddle” behaviours may be less 
obvious. 

Freezing behaviours include standing 
still, crouching low, tucking in the tail 
and standing immobile.

Fiddle behaviour is also called 
displacement behaviour. This is normal 
behaviour, but it is exhibited out of 
context. It allows the animal to remain 
inconspicuous in a social situation 
while they collect information from the 
environment as to how they should 
behave to stay safe. Fiddle behaviours 
can include yawning, scratching, and 
shaking off.

The Paw Lift

The Tense up

The Shake off

The Yawn

The Pant

UNDERSTANDING “FIDDLE” 
BEHAVIOUR SIGNS



THE KITTEN KABOODLE WITH HUGO

Now, I don’t usually like to let any of the 
canine species hear me talk well of them 
… but … Even I have to acknowledge 
that pooches sometimes play a pretty 
important part in our modern life.

Once upon a time dogs were working 
animals, and by that we mean hard 
working dogs on the land, herding sheep 
and cattle and earning their keep, but as 
time goes on we are discovering that the 
(don’t let them hear me say this) many 
special talents that dogs of different 
breeds have are now playing many 
crucial roles in our community.

Of course, by these days we’re all familiar 
with Assistance Dogs, who’s roles have 
expanded from their traditional seeing-
eye dog role to provide support to people 
with all types of challenges, from dogs 
to help those with physical disabilities 
such as blindness or physical disability, 

to dogs specialising in supporting those 
afflicted by autism, PTSD or alzheimers.

But aside from the massive contributions 
that these dogs make, my canine brothers 
and sisters are also finding many unusual 
ways to use their skills for the benefit of 
their humans. 

Perhaps most famous of all because 
of their big screen exposure are the 
Meremma Sheepdogs who have used 
their skills to protect all sorts of animals 
vulnerable to predators all across 
Australia, from goats to chickens, and 
from bandicoots to penguins. Using 
Maremma’s as protectors for vulnerable 
animals is becoming much more 
common, and if you enjoy your free-
range eggs, chances are increasing that 

the chickens they come from are being 
protected by a Maremma.

But then there’s Bailey, who works for 
the Australian National Maritime Museum 
in Sydney as Assistant Director: Seagulls. 
Rather than protect small feathered (or 
furry) animals, it’s Bailey’s job to keep the 
wharves and ships of the museum clear 
of seagulls, and more importantly their 
droppings! 

Bailey has been so successful at his job 
that the Opera House Bar and Opera 
Kitchen have introduced five new “Chip 

Protectors” to keep greedy gulls away 
from harbourside chip lovers!

I mentioned support dogs before, but 
it’s not just humans who benefit from 
the love and support of pups. Dare I say 
it, one of my own species – Cheetahs – 
are starting to form strong bonds with 
dogs. You see, young cheetahs tend to 
be anxious and, just like for people, a 
non-judgmental companion can make 
a world of difference to their mental 
health. Zoos all over the world are now 
pairing baby cheetahs with pups to help 
them feel safe.

We’re also discovering that dogs can 
play a role in health, such as in animal-
assisted therapy, while some dogs may 
even possess the amazing ability to 

These cute little pooches are going to have 
a lifetime helping people 

Bailey helps keep the Australian National 
Maritime Museum clean of seagull poo

Kasi & Mtani became friends they were 
little, and ended up sharing an enclosure

Roxy, one of the Opera Bar and Opera 
Kitchen’s new team of Chip Protectors

Maremma Sheepdogs, made famous by the movie Oddball, bond with, and spend their 
lives protecting, penguins, chickens and all sorts of small animals 

“smell” illnesses and diseases like cancer.

And we can’t forget the dogs in the 
protective services, whether they work for 
the police or armed forces as tracking dogs, 
bomb detection dogs or search and rescue 
specialists, spending their career saving 
lives.

All in all, when you start looking into it, 
dogs aren’t just pets – many of them make 
huge contributions to our lives and our 
communities, making them safer, easier 
and nicer paces to live.

So maybe, after what I’ve learnt, dogs 
aren’t so bad after all. They certainly are 
earning their keep.

And what of cats, what do we do, I hear 
you asking? Simple. We don’t need to do 
anything – we’re cats!

Hugo talks about dogs, and he’s not as 
critical as you might first think ...
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We’re also lucky to welcome Veterinary 
Nurse Mel Lewis!
Mel is a Cert IV VN RVN AVN,  the Chair of 
the Veterinary Nurses Council of Australia 
(SA Division) and is studying for her Bach-
elor of Equine Science.
In what little spare time she has, Mel 
loves to spend time with her animals, 
which include horses, dogs, cats, ferrets, 
chickens, turkeys, and even a pet sheep!

RETURN OF THE PRODIGAL CAT
We had a little story happen 
recently which highlighted just 
how important it is to get your 
pet microchipped.
When Stanley went missing 
from his home, his owners 
were distraught, and they kept 
looking for months but to no 
avail. After searching high and 
low, posting adverts and asking 
around the neighbourhood, it 
seemed like Stanley was gone 
for good.
Meanwhile, just a few streets 
away, a kind samaritan noticed 
a well-groomed stray cat 
wandering around, and slowly 
but surely won its trust and 
made friends with it.
Finally, when the stray trusted 
her, she was able to get hold 
of him, and bring him into to 
us. She had planned to get 
his health checked and to 
make sure he was vaccinated, 

microchipped and fit, and then 
she planned to adopt him and 
give him a new home.
But when we checked, the 
found stray was already 
microchipped, and it was 
Stanley!
After a call to Stanley’s original 
owner they were finally re-
united after f6 months apart!
This story just goes to show 
how important microchipping 
your pet is. Apart from the 
new laws introduced last year 
making it mandatory, having 
your pet microchipped means 
that if they go missing, their 
chances of being found are 
hugely improved.
The centralised database means 
that stray and abandoned 
animals can be re-united with 
their owners no matter how far 
or how long they’ve travelled!

Were really glad to welcome Dr Faustina 
Niap to the GVS family.
Dr Niap earned her degree at Roseworthy 
and has diverse interests in veterinary 
surgery, behaviour and emergency 
veterinary medicine. 
Dr Niap has a cute little kitty cat, and loves 
to play with her housemate’s dog.
Dr Niap will be working out of all our clinics 
- Gawler, Smithfield and Tanunda. 

MEET THE (NEW) FAMILY


