
For decades now our head vet, Dr Tony 
Atyeo has said that every month is Dental 
Health month! But this August we’re 
embracing it so we can do our bit to help 
Hugo wipe out periodontal disease in 
your pets.

We’ve harped on a bit about how 
periodontal disease can cause serious 
repercussions for your pets’ health. 
It doesn’t just make their mouth 
uncomfortable, but it can also cause 
infections that affect the heart, liver and 
kidneys, having detrimental effects on 
their long-term health.

We’ve also banged on about how 
prevalent the condition is in Australia, 
with an estimated 4 out of every 5 dogs 
suffering from Periodontal disease by the 
age of 6.

But rather than just warn you all about it, 
Hugo has tasked us with doing something 
about it.

So we want to encourage you to bring 
your pets in for a complimentary (which is 
a fancy way of saying free), no obligation 
dental check.

It’s really common for animals to have bad 
breath, so common we often don’t think 
anything of it, and regard it as normal. But 
it’s not. This acceptance of bad breath 
means that dental problems can be quite 
advanced by the time a vet sees them.

In our clinics we often see animals with 
teeth in need of repair, but the costs 
of having surgery performed put the 
procedures out of reach of some owners’ 
budgets, and unfortunately it is their pet 
which suffers.

The best, most affordable way to combat 
periodontal disease is to prevent it.

Prevention methods can be as simple 
as feeding your pet more dental sticks 
or adding mouth-cleaning additives to 
their water. Periodontal disease that is 
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recognised before it becomes established 
can be treated with regular brushing of 
puss or pup’s choppers. 

For slightly more advanced cases a scale 
and clean can bring the teeth back to 
health and make these prevention methods 
effective again.

The biggest thing we can do to help 
eliminate periodontal disease is to make 
sure we can intervene before it becomes 
established and hard to treat.

And this is where our August Dental Health 
Month challenge comes in. The earlier 
periodontal disease is recognised, the 
easier (and cheaper) it is to treat, and we 
want to help as many owners as we can 
to notice the signs of periodontal disease 
and to help them to adopt cheaper, 
preventative measures before the disease 
progresses to the point where it needs 
surgical intervention.

At all our clinics you can book in for a 
complimentary, no-obligation dental 
health check, where a vet nurse can assess 
your pets’ mouth, teeth and gums, and let 
you know if periodontal disease is present, 
how advanced it is, and what options there 
are for prevention or treatment.

You’re under no obligation to book in for 
any treatments but forewarned is for-
armed, as they say. 

So please, help us (and Hugo) make a dent 
in the number of cases of periodontal 
disease we see by bringing your furry 
one into one of our clinics and getting a 
complimentary (i.e. free) dental check.

A before shot of a Grade 3 Dental operation. 
By this stage preventative measures would 

be ineffective in treating the decay

After the procedure the pet’s teeth 
have been cleaned and preventative 

measures can again be effective 

Before and after a dental procedure. In most cases periodontal disease can be treated, 
but it’s more comfortable, and much cheaper, to prevent it in the first place

Anzac knows the importance of 
good dental health
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WHY DO WE DO COMPLIMENTARY SERVICES?
Let’s face it, we’re a business, and to stay 
open we need to make money - so why 
would we want to do things for free?
It’s pretty simple really. There are two 
reasons why we offer complimentary 
services at all three of our clinics - to help 
you and to help us.
We aim to help you take the best care of 
your pets and we know that it’s not always 
easy. There’s a lot that goes into keeping 
pets healthy these days, and we  want to 
make it easy for you to take good care of 
your furry loved ones.
So, if your pet is watching their weight, 
bring them in for a weigh-in, meet one of 
our nurses and introduce your furry one. If 
it’s been a while since your guy or girls’ last 
dental check, book them in for one and test 
us out. 
Moved house? Introduce your pet to us 
while we check if their microchip details are 
up to date, or just book them in to get their 
nails trimmed with a cuddle at no extra 
cost. 
We make all these services very affordable 
because they are  easy for our professional 
staff to do, and because they can make a 
big difference to the health and happiness 
of your pet - and that’s the main reason 
why we’re in the veterinary game in the 
first place.
But how does giving away free, sorry, I 
mean, complimentary services help us? 
Aren’t we a business, aren’t we just after 
your money?

Well, we’re pretty confident that we have 
the best vets and vet nurses in town, 
and we want to give people a free, no-
obligation opportunity to try us out. 
We’re sure our friendly and local staff will 
impress you, and we think if we give you a 
chance to see what we’re like, you’ll want 
to come back again and again!
And if we’re right, we grow our business -  
but only if we’re right.
That’s why we do our complimentary 
services, to help you take the best care of 

your pets, but also to give us a chance to 
shine.
And just to add a bit more incentive, 
anyone bringing their pet in for any of our 
complimentary services between the 15th 
and 31st of August goes into the draw for a 
$200 pet care voucher!
We’d love to meet your furry, feathered, 
scaled or tailed one, and we think they’d 
like to meet us as well, in fact, we think that 
if they had a choice, we’re the vets your 
pets would choose.

Moggie’s nails getting to long? 
Is the couch feeling the brunt of 
the feline claw? Are Fido’s nails 
scratching the floorboards?

Book them in for a 
complimentary manicure. We’ll 
quickly get their nails trimmed 
and rescue your couch or 
floorboards.

August might officially be 
Dental Month, but every month 
is Dental Month in our book, 
and keeping you pets’ mouth 
healthy is so important.

Book in for regular, no-
obligation dental checks to 
keep ahead of periodontal 
disease.

Moved house recently? 

It can be hard to keep track of all 
the things to update when you 
move house, and it’s common 
for people to forget to update 
their pets’ microchip details.

Drop in for a quick scan, and 
we’ll tell you if your chip’s up to 
date.

Is your furry one watching 
their weight?

It can be hard to weigh them 
at home, especially those big 
dogs! But no worries, we’ve 
got scales by the front door, 
drop in, check fluffy or fido’s 
weight and keep track of how 
the diet’s going.

YOU CAN TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR
Nail Clipping service

Weigh - Ins Dental Checks

Microchip checks



THE KITTEN KABOODLE WITH HUGO

The countryside and jungles of Cambodia 
are littered with land mines. These 
insidious weapons, designed to maim 
rather than kill, are the legacy of years 
of war and conflict, and it is estimated 
that there are somewhere between 4 – 6 
million mines buried across the country.

The work of removing these land mines has 
been continuing for the last two decades. 
But it’s slow going, taking a skilled and 
experienced human with a metal detector 
about four days to search an area about 
the size of a tennis court. At this rate it 
will be centuries before all the mines are 
removed and people will continue being 
horrifically injured all that time.

But now there’s a new method for finding 
these buried land mines, and all you need 
is a rat! Well, a specially trained rat anyway.

Since 2016 Tanzanian giant-pouched rats 
have been sniffing out the TNT in land 
mines, and the speed that they can help 
clear and area is just amazing.

These working rats, known as Hero Rats, 
are the brainchild of Belgian rat-lover 
Bart Weetjens, and led to the formation 
of APOPO (the Belgian acronym for Anti-
Personnel Landmines Removal Product 
Development) – a non-profit organisation 
which trains the Tanzanian rats.

The rats have some major advantages 
in mine detection. First, they can smell 
the TNT of a land mine even if it’s buried 
20cm underground. Second, weighing 
little more than 1Kg, the rats are too light 
to set of the pressure sensors on the land 
mines, meaning they are never in danger 
of setting of the mine. To cap it all off, 
when a human uses a metal detector they 
pick up signals from every bit of metal in 
the ground, but the rats, relying on smell 
alone, can focus on a single scent – that of 
TNT – massively reducing the number of 
false positive discoveries.

In his younger days Hugo may have considered chasing them and having them for 

lunch, but these days Hugo has learned to respect the Hero- Rats of Cambodia

First deployed in Angola and Mozambique, 
the rats proved so effective at helping to 
clear mines that they were considered 
the ideal candidate to head to Cambodia 
the land-mine capital of the world, where 
more than 40,000 adults and children have 
become amputees due to land mines – one 
of the highest rates in the world.

How quick are these Hero Rats? Well, 
that tennis court sized block that takes a 
specially trained human 4 days to cover – a 
Hero Rat can check the same area in half an 
hour – that’s 128 times faster than current 
methods!

But these Hero Rats don’t come cheap. It 
can take months to train them, beginning 
with clicker training at 5-6 weeks of 
age before moving on to develop scent 
detection skills. In the end it costs about 
$10,000 for a fully trained Hero Rat ready 
for deployment.

Now maybe I’m getting a bit mellow in my 
old age, because once my only thought 

THANKS FOR THE FEEDBACK!

would have been on chasing these little guys 
for lunch, but these days I’m developing an 
appreciation of what some other animals can 
do. I’ve already decided that dogs aren’t so 
bad, now I think I’m going to have to add rats 
to the list. 

Any animal that can save so many lives and 
prevent so much pain and misery deserves 
the Hugo tick of approval!

Bravo to the Hero Rats of Cambodia!

A Tanzanian giant-pouched rat hard at work in the minefields of Cambodia. They 
can detect mines more than 100 times faster than specially trained humans

We just wanted to say thank you to everyone who has 
given us feedback about our Tail Wag Newspawper!

We’re trying to bring you an informative and interesting 
read once a month, something that you’ll enjoy seeing 
appear in your inbox, and judging by the comments 
we’ve received by email, we may just be doing that.

We’re looking forward to bringing you all sorts of stories 
about animals and vets from the local ,to the national, to 
the international as we keep the Tail Wag issues coming.

But if you’ve got something you’d like to know about, 
just drop us a line and let us know, and our roving 
reporters will be at the task like a dog to the bone!

Don’t be shy, we’d love to hear from you!



KANINHOPP JUMPS IN POPULARITY
If you’ve got a big-eared, furry hopping 
machine what better sport is there to 
compete in than Kaninhop – Rabbit 
show jumping!

We’ve mentioned Kaninhop previously 
in one of our Facebook Fun Fact Friday 
posts, but honestly, we had no idea 
that this sport was already established 
in Australia and beginning to attract 
competitors.

Kaninhop, or rabbit show-jumping – 
seems to be a sport specially made 
to keep rabbits active and happy, and 
many rabbit owners are embracing the 
opportunity to bond with their flop-
eared friend and keep them fit by joining 
in this fun and growing sport.

Rabbit jumping first began in Sweden 
in the 1970s, and over the next 20 years 
spread in popularity across northern 
Europe with Norway, Denmark, Finland, 
Germany joining the international 
Kaninhop community. In 2001 it made it 
to America, and its popularity there has 
continued to grow.

In 2013 Aase and Rasmus Bjerner, 
two experienced Kaninhop officials 
from the rules committee in Denmark 
visited Australia to help establish the 
Rabbit Hopping Society of Australia in 
accordance with international rules.

Since then Kaninhop has gradually and 
steadily grown in popularity in Australia.

And these rabbits can really jump. Open 
to all breeds, Kaninhop results are based 
on either the length or the height of the 
jump. In Australia mini-lop Maximus is the 
current long jump record holder, leaping 
1.7 metres, while Minties – a Polish – has 
managed to leap 76cm into the air.

Impressive as these heights and distances 
are, there’s a long way to go for our 
bunny athletes to catch their international 
competitors, with the world record for 
long jump an astounding 3 metres, while 
the high jump record sits at 1 metre!

Did you know that kaninhop has been a sport in Australia since 2013? we certainly didn’t!

The RHSA is based in NSW, and currently 
most Kaninhop events are held there, 
especially in the Blue Mountains area, 
where the cooler temperatures extend 
the “hopping season”, but the sports 
supporters are keen to help it grow in 
Australia, and help their rabbit athletes 
grow to the stature of their international 
brothers and sisters.

So, if you’ve got rabbits, maybe Kaninhop 
is something you’d like to get involved 
with? If you’re interested just look up the 
RHSA online and see how you can jump 
into Kaninhop.

SAY CHEESE TO FETA
You know that thing where you 
go shopping and end up with 
something you didn’t know you 
needed until you saw it?
That’s what happened to Vet 
Nurse Brittany when she went 
to the Gawler Markets to see 
what they had.
They had goats.
They also had people in 
attendance who were in the 
market for buying goats for 
meat.
Well Brittany overheard the 
conversation about how much 
to pay for goat meat, took one 
look at that cute little smile on 
Feta’s face and started bidding.
The end result is that cute little 
Feta, instead of ending up as 

a curry, gets to go live out her 
life on Mel and Brittany’s farm 
- the place we’ve started to call 
“Animal Nirvana” because of all 
the love and care the animals 
lucky enough to live there 
receive.
Since her rescue, Feta has spent 
a bit of time hanging out at the 
Gawler Clinic, keeping some of 
the weeds down and generally 
worming her way into the hearts 
of the staff.
While Feta won’t be a regular at 
the clinics (the farm is a much 
nicer place for her), she will be 
dropping in from time to time so 
we can see her cute little smile, 
because whether they’re cats, 
dogs, rabbits, reptiles, cavies or 
even goats - we love them all!

Brittany decided that 
Feta was too cute to 

end up as curry, so now 
Feta gets to live on the 
Animal Nirvana farm!


