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Have you heard the news? The Gawler Clinic 
has moved, and we’re making a splash at 
our new home on Redbanks Road!

For more than 30 years we’ve been tucked 
away on Bright Street in Willaston. We 
were the first - and for a long time the only 
- veterinary clinic in Gawler, and our mission 
has always been to do what is best for 
your pets, and to treat them like the family 
members they are.

But now we’ve got some new digs, and on 
Tuesday, November 13, the doors opened 
at our brand spanking, sleek, sauve and 
sophisticated new clinic (sorry, got a bit 
carried away there), on Redbanks Road.

Designed by Therian, the industry leaders in 
Australian animal facility design, and built by 
Centofanti Design and Constructs, our new 
clinic is set  to cater for the needs of modern 
veterinary medicine, making it one of the 
most up-to-date clinics in the region.

The new facility incorporates  a whole range 
of features to make your pet’s visit to the vet  
a more pleasant experience - both for you 
and your furry one!

We have seperate cat and dog waiting areas 
and consult rooms, avoiding dog and cat 
conflict in the waiting area and helping to 
make a more comfortable environment for 
your feline friend.

We have a brand new surgical facility, an 
onsite laboratory to assist in diagnosis and 
treatment, and our post-surgical areas are 
larger, warmer, and more comfortable for 
your pets.

To cap it all off, there’s heaps of parking 
spots available right outside the front door!

We’d love to see you and your pets at our 
new home at 8-12 Redbanks Road, you 
don’t need a reason, just bring your furry 
one in for a pat with our friendly staff - 
everyone will love it!

Want to see more of our new digs? We’ve 
got heaps of photos in a lift-out inside. 
Check out our centre spread page to get 
your first glimpse of our swanky new 
clinic!
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WE’VE MOVED TO A BIGGER BOWL!

From Here

To Here

Our Brand New Clinic!

8-12 Redbanks Road,
Willaston 

While our address has 
changed, our phone number, 

email and website 
stay the same!
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SPLIT 
the Border Collie

Every month we get treated to the cutest 
graduations ever, as our latest batch of puppy 
preschoolers are awarded their graduation 
certificates.

Our Puppy Preschool classes are designed to 
develop your puppy’s vital social skills during the 
time of it’s greatest impact. 

Virtually everything puppies experience between 
the ages of 3 to 16 weeks will have an affect on them 
for the rest of their life.

Using reward-based, positive reinforcement 
training, the most effective and humane method 
of teaching young dogs, our friendly educators will 
help you learn how to develop your puppy’s lifelong 

social skills and get them off to the best start in life.

At GVS Puppy Preschool you’ll learn to teach your 
new furry friend how to interact appropriately 
within the family and community, and to develop 
their obedience skills and manners.

The GVS Puppy Preschool runs for 4 consectutive 
weeks, on Tuesday nights between 7 -- 8pm at our 
Gawler Clinic, 8-12 Redbanks Road, in Willaston 
(moving to our new clinic from Tuesday 13th 
November).

The cost is $100, and includes a free Nurse  Health 
Consultation to make sure your pup’s off to the 
right start in life.

call us on (08) 8522 2055 if you’d like to know more.

KIDS COMPETITION TIME!
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NEED TO KEEP THE KIDS OCCUPIED AS THE HOLIDAYS DRAG ON?
Well we need to decorate our new clinic, and we’re looking for some help to do it, so we thought 

we’d hold the very first GVS school holiday art competition!

We’re after entries from kids aged 12 and under. drawings, paintings, photos, collages, anything we 
can stick on a wall and call art.

We’ve got some great prizes, including books, stationery, pet treats and more

You can enter as many times as you’d like

Entries close Tuesday 27th January.

Winners announced in February edition of The Tail Wag

More details can be found here at our website.

THE TAIL WAG

TINA 
the Rottweiler



WATCH OUT, GRASS SEEDS ABOUT!
While spring might have brought us some 
nice weather, it also brought us grass seeds 
- nasty little suckers that can cause big 
problems if they’re not taken care of.
Over the most recent spring we saw a 
lot of patients suffering with grass seeds 
embedded in their fur and skin. By the time 
we see these poor pets at the clinic they 
are already in a lot of pain, so it’s really 
important to keep a watch and protect your 
mate  from these little suckers as best you 
can.
There’s no foolproof plan to keep grass 
seeds out of pet hair - apart from never 
letting them near the grass - but by taking 
some simple steps you can go a long way to 

keeping this danger away from your pet.
If your dog or cat regularly spends time 
outside and on grassed areas, especially 
areas with long grass, make sure you brush 
and groom their fur daily. 
Regular brushing is the single most effective 
way to keep grass seeds out of your pet’s 
fur.
But if the inevitable happens, and  you see 
a grass seed tangled in your pet’s fur, use 
some tweezers to get rid of it immediately.
If you discover a grass seed in your pet’s 
skin, you must be very careful if you try to 
pull it out from the base, as if it breaks it will 
make it difficult even for the vet to extract 
it.

Grass seeds! 
Watch out for these nasty little 

suckers in your pet’s fur

PAINS IN THE GRASS
Meet Mushkins, a cute little moggy who 
managed to get into a scrap with a snake!

Mushkins turned out to be one of the lucky 
ones, his owner managed to get him to our 
Gawler Clinic without delay, and the next 
day, this cute little bundle was able to go 
home to his very relieved Mum!

Summer in Australia is snakebite season, 
especially for our pets, who are often more 
likely to poke their noses into the sorts of 
places where snakes might be hiding.

At our clinics in the Northern Suburbs, we 
are far more likely to see cats who have 
been bitten by snakes rather than dogs. 
Cats are natural hunters and they tend to 
confront and attack snakes they see.

But unless you see it happen, working out 
whether your pet has been bitten or not can 
sometimes be hard.

If you see a snake near your pet pay close 

attention to see if any of the tell-tale 
signs of snake bite emerge.

For cats, this will be what’s known as 
Ascending Flaccid Paralysis, where they 
begin to weaken from the back legs, 
with the paralysis moving up the body.

For dogs, they may begin to shiver and 
shake before vomiting and seeming to 
recover, only to collapse again soon 
after.

If you start seeing these signs in your 
pet, and believe that your furry friend 
might have been on the wrong end of 
a fang, take them straight to a clinic for 
treatment, and call the clinic on the way 
so that they can be prepared when you 
arrive.

The earlier a snake bite is treated by a 
veterinarian, the greater the chances 
of survival for the bitten pet. Mushkins’ 

Mushkins learnt the hard way not to mess 
with snakes, but luckily, swift treatment 

has led to a full recovery.

The best plan if you notice a grass seed 
in your pet’s skin, or if you notice any 
inflammation, redness or swelling but 
cannot spot the seed, is to make an 
appointment and bring your pet straight 
to the vet.
When taken care of quickly, grass seeds 
in fur are an annoyance, but ignoring 
them will only make matters worse, and 
can end up with your pet needing to 
undergo major surgery to remove seeds 
that have embedded themselves - a really 
painfull experience!
So if you notice a grass seed in your 
friend’s fur, or some tell-tale inflammation 
or swelling, give us a call and we’ll take 
care of it without fuss.

Regular brushing is the best way to get the grass seeds 
out of your cat or dog when they’ve been outside

mum did exactly the right thing, and brought 
the little guy straight in, and it ended up as a 
happy tale.

So during these hot summer months, watch 
out for snakes around your pet. As always, 
prevention is much cheaper and easier than 
the cure.



WELCOME TO THE NEW DIGS!

We’re so excited about our new clinic!
Gawler Veterianary Services has been around 
for more than 66 years. Orignally founded by 
former Mayor and local politician Dr Bruce 
Eastick, it has continued to care for the sick 
and injured animals of the local area since the 
1950s.

Since 1981 we’ve been hidden in the backstreets 
of Willaston - the little vet at the top of the hill!

But now, we’re feeling renewed and refreshed, 
and we’re keen to show off our brand new 
digs!

It’s taken years of planning for us to make the 
move. We’ve had to find the right location, 
the best building, and the right solutions for 
making our new digs the best it can be for the 
treatment of your furry family members.

Designed by Therian and involving the skills, 
efforts and hard work of heaps of local 
businesses including Dynamix Signs, Cleary 
Plumbing, CBS Bins, Kalbeeba Carpenters, 
Reece Willaston, Trimboli Services and many 
more, we’re pretty happy with the result - and 
we’re sure you will be too!

So now we’re keen to show off! We’d love you 
to come in for a visit and see our new place, 
and bring your pooch or puss with you when 
you come! 

We love to see our clients when they’re healthy 
too - and a cuddle visit to our friendly vets and 
vet nurses goes a long way to making them 
comfortable when they have to come.

But until we can see you, why not take a photo 
tour of our brand new clinic!

Our brand new 
clinic is located at 

8-12 
Redbanks 

Road
Willaston

Above: Our brand new clinic in the old CFS station on Redbanks Road
Below: We’ve moved 350 metres, around the corner in onto the main road

The view from the door! Our brand new reception area is open for business



We’ve got a brand new waiting area! 

I know, that doesn’t really sound exciting, 
but so much tension between animals 
at a vet clinic comes in the waiting 
area, especially for cats, where they are 
confronted by strange smells and sounds 
and their anxiety begins to grow.

With seperate areas for cats and dogs, 
we’re aiming to keep your moggy more 
comfortable during their visit to the clinic, 
and that will translate to a calmer kitty 
come consultation time.

Our clinical facilities have received a 
modernisation make-over during the move 
to our new digs. 

With brand new purpose-built operating 
tables and close at hand recovery cages, 
your pets are kept safe, warm and never 
far from our caring staff while they recover 
from their surgeries.

We love our new clinical set up!

Above and Below: Our spacious new clinical area has all the equipment on hand, 
and the new recovery cages keep your pet warm and safe after procedures

Seperate dog and cat waiting areas are designed to create calmer kitties come consult time



Check our our brand new consulting rooms! 
With seperate cat and dog consult rooms, we continue the good work of the 
waiting area of making your cat more comfortable during their visit. 

We’re working to make our clinic one of the most comfortable ones for you 
to bring your pet. We want our patients to be relaxed and comfortable, 
because we are aiming to be the vets your pets would choose.

NEW CHAPTER BEGINS FOR TONY
After 45 years in the veterinary game, 
Gawler local and Gawler Veterinary 
Services owner Dr Tony Atyeo is about 
to lead his team on a new chapter as 
they take up residence in a brand new, 
purpose-built clinic.

For 66 years Gawler Veterinary Services 
(under its various names and incarnations) 
has been providing care to the animals 
of the area. Originally founded by former 
Mayor of Gawler Dr Bruce Eastick in 1952, 
Dr Atyeo joined the practice in 1973 as a 
fresh-faced graduate of the University of 
Sydney Veterinary Faculty, and has spent 
his career tending to the pets, working and 
farm animals of the local area.

But having occupied their previous 
residence on Bright Street in Willaston 
since 1981, it became obvious to Dr Atyeo 
that the time had come to upgrade.

“A lot has changed since I first joined the 
practice back in 1973,” says Dr Atyeo, “and 
the expectations on what veterinarians 
can and will do has changed dramatically”.

When Dr Atyeo first started all those 
years ago, the practice was essentially 
dependant on the rural sector.

“Back in the 70’s our workload was primarily 
farm animals and horses, the equipment 
we had available was very basic, and most 
of the time we were working out in the 
fields well away from the convenience of 
the clinic,” explains Dr Atyeo, “but this 
has shifted gradually but steadily over the 
years as companion animals have not only 
become more common, but also come to 
be seen as one of the family”.

With the decline in rural industries around 
the area, the emphasis of Gawler Veterinary 
Services has changed from treating farm 
and working animals, to making sure 
furry family members receive the best 
treatment, and as the pet owning public 
has become prepared to spend more on 
caring for their pets, their expectations of 
what a vet can deliver have changed.

“In the early days we had no access to 
specialists, and we had to do what we 
could with minimal resources,” said Dr 
Atyeo, “but these days most consults take 
place in a clinic with facilities that include 
ultrasounds, blood tests and a vast array of 
medications specifically made to treat our 
pets”.

“In addition to our clinical services, we 
have access to specialists in behaviour 
and training, dermatology, radiology, 

oncology, surgical medicine – the array 
of options that we have available to 
give pets the best care would have been 
inconceivable to me when I first began”.

“We’re looking forward to being able to 
continue to provide the care and attention 
to our patients that their owners expect, 
and we’re really happy to begin a new era 
in a brand new clinic”.

Gawler Veterinary Services opened the 
doors on its new clinic on Tuesday 13th 
November. Situated on Redbanks Road, 
the new clinic has been purpose designed 
to provide the best possible solutions to 
veterinary pet care, including separate dog 
and cat waiting areas and consult rooms, a 
brand new treatment room and operating 
theatre, an onsite laboratory, brand new 
accommodation for our patients and 
heaps of car parks.

Dr Tony Atyeo at the front of Gawler Veterinary Services brand new 
clinic, situated at 8-12 Redbanks Road in Willaston



LION AT HEART

THE WHOLE KITTEN KABOODLE WITH HUGO

The paper outlines how our habit of 
feeding cats one or two large meals a day 
rather than several small meals can lead 
to obesity problems. The combination of 
highly palatable and easy to eat modern 
processed food and bored pets can lead 
to overconsumption, while the lack of 
exercise from not hunting their food then 
exacerbates the issue.

The paper also found that our habit 
of feeding cats together in multi-cat 
households can cause stress related 
problems in naturally solitary feeding cats, 
with coping behaviours including avoidance 
of the eating area or gorging and then 
vomiting in an effort to quickly return to a 
safe place.

But what can we do about it? How can 
we help my feline brothers and sisters 
enjoy more ‘natural’ feeding behaviours? 
Well there are a few steps the paper 
recommends.

Firstly, you can look at controlling the 
frequency and size of the meals you give to 
my feline brothers and sisters. 

Just like for people, the less active we cats 
are, the fewer calories we require. Consider 
feeding us small meals, multiple times a day, 
which mimics the way we eat in the wild 
when we survive by hunting.

Second, you can make us work for our 
dinner. One of the most common ways to 
do this is with puzzle feeders, where we 
have to solve a problem in order to get our 
food, which engages our hunting instincts 
and enables us to forage for food like we do 

in the wild.

These two changes can make an enormous 
difference to the health of your cat, who 
with a controlled diet, regular exercise and 
the ability to feed in a more ‘natural’ way 
is well on the way to avoiding obesity and 
lethargy issues.

But what about multi-cat households and 
the stress that eating together can cause?

The solution is to provide seperate eating 
and toileting areas for each cat that lives 
with you.

While this might sound a bit inconvenient 
at first, remember that just because we are 
both cats doesn’t mean we’re friends. 

If cats who live in the same household 
want to be together, they will find each 
other, but forcing them to share spaces 
when they don’t want to is a sure way to 
increase household tension. 

Think of the last share house you lived in. 
That’s what a multi-cat household is to us.

But by providing seperate spaces each cat 
can have a safe space to eat and toilet, 
without the tension of being forced to do 
it with another cat nearby.

So, should you start changing the way you 
feed your pet cats? Well the suggestions 
the paper makes are very sensible, and you 
could do worse for your feline than follow 
their advice. 

Especially that multiple meals a day thing, 
I’m going to talk to my humans about that 
right now ...

As most of you would realise, we cats 
see ourselves less as domesticated 
companions and more as apex predators 
who tolerate people.

And OK, fair enough, we’re not really 
lions anymore, having evolved over the 
last few thousand years while we’ve 
lived with humans and made good use 
of their thumbs, but we haven’t evolved 
that much, and in our hearts – and in our 
stomachs – we’re still wild creatures.

And it’s this wild/tame clash that can 
cause so many health and anxiety issues 
for your pet moggy. The way we feed our 
house cats does not always mimic the 
natural behaviours of your furry friends.

A recent paper published in the Journal of 
Feline Medicine and Surgery* has looked 
at the way the clash between cats natural 
and domestic feeding behaviours may 
be impacting feline health, and their 
arguments and conclusions make for 
some interesting reading.

You see, there’s a few things you need 
to know about cats’ natural feeding 
behaviour. First, we’re strict carnivores; 
second, we’re solitary predators; and 
third, we hunt and eat small prey several 
times a day.

Compare this to our modern domestic 
situation, where we have a more varied 
diet, we don’t need to hunt for our food, 
and we often live and eat with other cats 
and animals, and you can begin to see 
where the way humans are feeding us 
that might be causing anxiety and health 
issues.

Mimicking natural feline feeding behaviours

Ready to Pounce: Cats by nature are solitary hunters and eaters, 
consuming many small meals a day as they catch them 

* Sadek T, Hamper B, Horwitz D, Rodan I, Rowe 
E & Sundahl E, Addressing behavioral needs 
to improve feline health and wellbeing, 2018, 
Journal of Feline Medicine and Surgery



CANINE CARE PACKAGES
It can be pretty lonely when you’re posted 
overseas at Christmas, but the Gawler RSL 
has sent a bit of home to our servicemen 
and -women who are currently deployed, 
and to their hardworking dogs too!
The RSL’s care packages have been sent 
to Australians serving overseas for more 
than 50 years, and often include those 
little items of Australiana that are almost 
impossible to get while on deployment 
- vegemite, fruchocs, violet crumbles - all 
those lovely little treats from home.
In preparation for Christmas, the Gawler 
RSL put together 50 packages for our 
servicemen and -women, and for their 
loyal canine’s too.
Dogs like Herbie the explosive detection 
dog, whose loyalty, determination and 
natural nosey talent are keeping the 
soldiers in his unit safe, deserve a treat 
as well, and here at the GVS we’ve made 
our own donation to help support these 
wonderful dogs.
We were also so pleased with the support 
our Facebook post about this initiative 
garnered, with many of our wonderful 

Herbie the explosive detection dog and his handler

STOCKED AND LOADED
Does your pet have special dietary 
requirements to keep them in tiptop 
health?

Here at GVS we’re stocked and loaded with 
the Hills Science Diet range that caters to 
the needs of your pet, whether you’ve got 
an old moggy or a young pup, Hills has a 
formula for your pet.

The range includes both wet and dry food 
that can target specific health complaints. 

For pooches, there are lines that are 
specifically designed to assist older dogs 
with joint care or mobility issues, weight 
reduction and dental care, while for 
moggies, lines available can cater for cats 
with kidney issues (which can become 
common in older cats), food and skin 

sensitivity, and oral & dental care.

Given that the dietary needs of our pets can 
and do change with age, there are specific 
formulas for kittens and puppies, as well as 
for older pets.

And if we don’t have what you need in 
stock, we’re happy to order it in for you.

GVS is focused on helping you look after 
your pet, keeping them healthy and by your 
side for as long as possible. Whether it be 
through the professional care we provide 
in clinic, the advice that we can offer to 
help care for your furry family member, or 
by helping you choose the right foods – it’s 
all part of our commitment to keeping you 
and your pet together for longer. We’ve got a Hills Science Diet 

that caters for your pet’s needs

clients getting on board to donate too.
We hope that all the donations collected 
by the Gawler RSL provided a bit of the 
comfort of home for our serving Defence 
Force members over Christmas, and we 

also hope that the amazing working dogs 
of the Defence Force received some 
thoroughly deserved treats as well.
Thank you to all our readers and Facebook 
followers who supported this great cause.

20% OFF HILLS PET FOOD 
ALL FEBRUARY 2019!

That’s right, to celebrate our moving house, Hills are 
offering 20% discount on all Hills Pet Food products at our 

Gawler Clinic.
So come on in and stock up while it’s cheap!

Promotion runs 1-28 February 2019 at the Gawler Clinic only. 


