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SCHOOL’S IN FOR SUMMER
The first 16 weeks of a puppy’s life are crucial 
to their long-term development into healthy, 
well-adjusted adult dogs, and Puppy Pre-
School is a great way to start them on the 
right track.

Puppies develop their vital social skills 
between 3 - 16 weeks of age. Everything 
they experience during this time will have an 
impact on them for the rest of their life.

It’s an unfortunate fact that around 10% 
of euthanised dogs are destroyed due to 
behavioural issues - issues which, more often 
than not, could have been avoided through 
early intervention and socialisation training.

According to Dr Chalette Brown, the best way 
to avoid behavioural issues is to start early.

“We know from research that there is greater 
success with puppies staying with their 
adoptive families if they completed puppy 
preschool and were handled frequently while 
young,” says Dr Brown.

Puppy Pre-School teaches your puppy how 
to interact appropriately within the family 
and community, as well as teaching the basic 
obedience skills and manners.

At Gawler Veterinary 
Services, we’re making our 
final preparations to re-
introduce puppy preschool 
classes for our clients and 
their new family members.

The first 16 weeks of a puppy’s life are crucial to developing socialisation skills, and you 
can get your new family member off to the right start with GVS Puppy Preschool

Using reward based, positive reinforcement 
training - the most effective and humane 
method to teach your puppy how to 
behave appropriately.

Our team, led by Dr Chalette Brown (BSc 
DVM MANZCVS, Veterinary Behaviour), 
GVS Head Nurse Jen McKinlay, and Vet 
Nurse Kristy Taylor know puppies, and they 
have the expertise to help you teach your 
little furball how to behave around the 
family and other animals.

Starting on 28th August, and held at our 
Gawler Clinic in Willaston, our puppy pre-
school course runs between 7-8pm for four 
consecutive weeks. 

Our first class is almost ready for action, 

but it’s not to late to book your place for 
this, or future classes, just give our friendly 
staff a call and they’ll help organise a class 
that’s best for you.
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DOG PARK DEBATE?
The Gawler dog park is now complete and 
ready for hundreds of paws to start racing 
over its newly laid grass. 

And while some are welcoming the new 
dog-oriented environment, others are 
worried about how their furry friend will 
cope in an area filled with other dogs, so 
we asked Dr Chalette Brown to give us an 
insight into dog parks, and how they can 
work for your pooch.

“First, it’s important to remember that dog 
parks aren’t intrinsically good or bad,” says 
Dr Brown, “for many dogs the park might 
be just the thing to give them some off-
leash time, but for other dogs the whole 
idea of visiting the park may make them 
uncomfortable or nervous”.

Dog parks are an environment designed 
especially for dogs, to let them safely play, 
explore, meet other dogs and run off-leash. 
This is great for socialised dogs, but, just 
like with people, not all dogs enjoy getting 
out and meeting others. 

The key to a successful dog park experience 
is to ensure your dog has well developed 
social skills. Socialised dogs can greet 
others nicely, play appropriately and have 
excellent recall (meaning they will come 
back straight away when called by their 
owner). These “social butterfly” dogs seem 
to easily make friends with large and small 
dogs alike, and they are the best candidates 
to enjoy the dog park experience.

“But, dog parks are not for every dog,” says 
Dr Brown, “some dogs are afraid, nervous 
or shy around other dogs, and they may not 
enjoy the pooch park experience.”

Nervous dogs in a dog park may flee or fight 
(be on the “offensive”), creating problems 
for other dogs and owners sharing the 
space. “It is possible to use behaviour 
treatment to help your pooch grow 
comfortable in social situations,” explains 
Dr Brown, “but simply plonking them in 
the deep end and forcing them to interact 
is unlikely to be the best course of action, 
in fact, it will probably only make matters 
worse.”

“It’s not fair to push them into a dog park 
situation that they cannot cope well with.” 

Dogs may also struggle at the park if they 
have incomplete socialisation skills. These 
dogs will often want to interact with others 
at the park in friendly ways, but not have 
the social skills to know what those ways 

are. They may inadvertently get into 
another dog’s space, triggering a reaction 
or causing frustration.

The simple message is that dog parks 
can be a great place for dogs to exercise, 
interact socially, explore, discover and 
live enriched lives, but, dog parks are not 
suitable for every dog. Taking nervous 
dogs to a dog park may simply make 
their social anxiety worse, while taking 
incompletely socialised dogs to the dog 
park may cause stress and frustration to 
other dogs trying to enjoy their run in the 
sun.

So before you go to Gawler’s new dog 
park, have a think about whether your dog 
has the social skills to be successful in that 
situation, and if you are worried that they 
won’t, well, with puppy preschool classes, 

a dedicated behaviour veterinarian, and 
links to a range of trainers specialising in 
positive reinforcement training, we can 
help your dog become the best they can.

Nervous or incompletely socialised dogs can struggle in the dog park environment, and 
can cause issues for other dogs and their owners who are using the facilities

It’s no secret that my feline brothers 
and sisters do not like coming to the vet. 
Nearly every cat’s human has a story 
about their moggie hiding somewhere 
hard to reach or taking a chunk out of 
their owner’s (or the vet’s) hand.

So what can you, our human pets, do to 
make our journey to, and time at, the vet 
clinic bearable?

Well, it’s time to hear it from the kitty’s 
mouth, with 5 top tips for making your 
cat’s visit to the vets less unpleasant. 

HUGO’S CAT’CH UP

TIP 1: THE CAT 
CAGE IS YOUR 
FRIEND

For many of our 
humans, the cat 
cage is an item 
used only when necessary and kept out 
of kitty’s sight when not needed. But this 
means your moggy has no chance to get 
comfortable in their cage, and they will 
only associate it with bad experiences.

Instead, make the cat cage part of your 
cat’s everyday furniture. Don’t store 

it away, but leave it out as a safe and 
comfortable place for your cat. As puss 
gets used to the cage, and begins to 
associate it with safety and familiarity 
(rather than vet visits and discomfort), it 
will be much easier to get them into the 
cage and to the vet.

TIP 2: CATS DON’T LIKE THE 
UNFAMILIAR

Cat’s rarely come to the vet. I mean, 
we all know why – it’s hard to get them 
there, it costs, and, well, look at him, 
he’s fine, doesn’t seem in any pain.

But cats, just like all pets, can only benefit 
from regular visits to the vet. Whether 
it’s a health check, a dental check, or 
just dropping in with moggy to say hello 
and have a pat, the more often your cat 
comes to the vet, the more they will get 
used to it. If you’d like to bring your cat 
in for a pat, please do, I’ve instructed 
all my human employees to be ready to 
heap some love on our feline visitors, 
and to make them happy to see the vet!

TIP 3: CATS HATE 
CARS

With a few 
exceptions, cats, 
as a general rule, 
hate riding in 
cars. The smells 
are strange, the 
landscape is always changing, everything 
is unfamiliar. It’s just a horror situation 
for moggy.

But with time and patience they can get 
used to (and sometimes even enjoy) 
the driving experience. Taking your cat 
for drives where the end destination 
is not the vet can make them more 
comfortable with riding in the car, which 

makes it easier get them to the vet when 
the time comes.

So there we have it, 5 tips that come 
straight from the moggy’s mouth about 
how to help make those visits to the vet 
less stressful. 

Stay tuned to my regular column to find 
out all sorts of cat care tips, you can take it 
from me - I know what cats like!

TIP 4: STAY CALM

There aren’t too 
many cat owners 
out there who 
will tell you that a 
visit to the vet is a 

pleasant experience. But the anticipation 
and anxiety that you as an owner feel 
about the visit to the vet can rub off 
on your cat. Your pets will pick up your 
body language and react to their owner’s 
nervousness. By being relaxed yourself 
during the visit to the vet, you can go a 
long way to helping your cat relax too. So, 
one of the best things you can do to help 
keep kitty calm is to be calm yourself.

TIP 5: CHOOSE THE RIGHT VET

The last step in helping make your cat 
comfortable when you visit the vet is to 
choose the right vet! Clinics that employ 
low-stress handling techniques or are 
specifically designed to keep cats and 
dogs apart can go a long way to helping 
your moggy feel comfortable during their 
visit.  I’ve made it clear to my humans that 
this is a priority, and not only are they well 
on the way to achieving “cat-friendly” 
accreditation, they’ve even built a new 
clinic to give my feline friends their own 
separate waiting room.

Dr Chalette Brown is our go to person for animal 
behaviour issues.

Chalette is a member of the Australia New Zealand 
College of Veterinary Scientists (MANZCVS) and 
was awarded the Robert Holmes Award for the 
highest marks achieved in the veterinary behaviour 
membership examination of that year. 

She has traveled internationally to pursue further 
education in the field, has worked in behaviour 

referral practice, and serves as a guest lecturer at the University of Adelaide 
in dog behaviour medicine. 

Chalette is passionate about helping our pets with all sorts of behaviour 
problems, including anxiety and aggression. 



Behaviour Consults 
with Dr Chalette Brown

Health Checks and 
vaccinations

Dental checks for 
healthy teeth

Puppy Preschool to get 
them off to a good start

Vet recommended food 
and dietary supplies

Discount microchipping 
to help you comply with 

new laws

GVS IS ON A 
MISSION PAWSIBLE

Mission Pawsible is on a mission to save the 
sick and abandoned dogs of Bali. But it’s 
not a charity, it’s a social enterprise – a for-
profit business that uses every cent it earns 
to continue and to expand its rescue efforts. 

Founder, Prue Barber, spent years donating 
her time, money and effort to rescuing dogs 
in Bali, but realised that relying on charity 
was unsustainable. So, instead, she started 
an online shop where you can buy stylish and 
chic animal products for your furry friend, 
and all the money you spend goes directly 
to rescuing the dogs of Bali. The better your 
pooch looks; the more abandoned dogs get 
rescued.

Here at Gawler Veterinary Services we are 
proud to be su’pawters of Mission Pawsible.

When we find ourselves with out-of-date 
medicines that we cannot use. The medicines 
themselves are still safe and effective, but 
due to strict Australian regulations we 
cannot use them past the date specified.

But Mission Pawsible can use them.

Use them to save poor lost souls like 17-year-
old Suro, who was rescued from Ubud 
with a chronic skin condition. The rescuers 
at Mission Pawsible have been able to 
use medications sent from vets like us in 
Australia to turn Suro’s life around.

After just two weeks, Suro’s coat is beginning 
to return to normal, and he’s now looking at 
a much more comfortable and healthier old 
age than he was just a few weeks ago.

But you can help too. If your dog or cat has 
been on any medication, but you haven’t 
used it all, you can return the unused portion 
to us, and we’ll make sure that it makes it to 
Mission Pawsible to help save the lives of 
many more rescue dogs.

With animal lovers working together from 
Gawler to Bali, we can make a difference and 
improve the lives of Bali’s abandoned dogs 

Suro’s already improving thanks to 
Mission Pawsible

1. Despite persistent rumours to the 
contrary, what famous British Prime 
Minister did not own Charlie the 
117-year-old Blue and Gold Macaw?

2. Okunoshima Island off Japan is 
famous for its enormous numbers of 
what common pet animal?

3. Which is faster over 100 metres – 
Usain Bolt or a housecat?

4. Dachshunds were originally bred to 
hunt what animals?

5. Which common household pet’s 
brain can hold more data than 1000 
iPads?

6. Tigger, a bloodhound who lived in 
Illinois USA had the longest ever 
what on a dog?

7. In 1879 Liege, in Belgium, 
experimented using which animals 
to deliver mail? 

8. Are male cats more likely to be left or 
right pawed?

9. What is the name of the only cat to 
have visited space?

10. What is the name of Katy Perry’s pet 
maine coon cat?

Answers at bottom of page

FUN FACT TRIVIA
Fun Fact Trivia Answers: 

1. Winston Churchill 2. Rabbits 3. A housecat 4. Badgers (yes, really!) 5. Cat 6. Ears 
7. Cats 8. Left- handed 9. Felicette 10. Kitty Purry

IS YOUR PET 
HAPPILY 

MICROCHIPPED?
Don’t forget, with the new 
dog and cat laws, all pets 
must be microchipped, 
and to help, we’ve halved 

the price.
Get your furry friend 
‘chipped and avoid a fine 

for just $27.50


